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5KA 19/12/60. 
A.L.P. BROADCAST PRESENTED BY DON DUNSTAN 
MEMBER FOR NORWOOD 
Good Evening, 
As we are approaching the end of the year t h i s w i l l be the 
l a s t broadcast in t h i s s e r i e s u n t i l the 2nd week in January. 
I think i t would be appropria te i f I read t o you a short 
and succinct statement of the b e l i e f s and p r inc ip les of the 
Austra l ian Labor Par ty , i t s o f f i c i a l ob jec t ive and the o f f i c i a l 
statement i n t e rp re t i ng tha t ob jec t ive . 
The Aust ra l ian Labor Party i s a democratic S o c i a l i s t 
Par ty . I t seeks l i b e r t y f o r the Aust ra l ian people. I t bel ieves 
tha t l i b e r t y i s measured by the a b i l i t y of individuals within 
society t o do the th ings they des i re , which a r e cons is ten t with 
t h e i r membership of s o c i e t y . I t bel ieves t ha t the bas is of 
l i b e r t y i s s ecu r i t y f o r the individual and the family - the 
provision of f u l l employment f o r those who w i l l work, and of 
soc ia l a s s i s t ance to the aged the inf i rm and the needy. On 
t h i s bas i s , i t seeks to give the Austra l ian people the g r e a t e s t 
possible f a c i l i t i e s f o r developing t h e i r t a l e n t s and l i v i n g t h e i r 
l i ve s as they would wish. I t recognises t h a t l i b e r t y implies a 
measure of equal i ty and t h a t to achieve l i b e r t y f o r the many 
the l icence of the few to i n t e r f e r e with the freedom of o thers 
must be c u r t a i l e d . 
The Austra l ian Labor Party bel ieves t h a t i t can only 
achieve i t s aims by cons t i t u t i ona l means - by persuading a 
majori ty of Austra l ians to support i t s programmes - and t h a t 
l i b e r t y i s consis tent only with the maintenance and extension 
of democratic processes of government, major i ty ru le , freed®® 
of speech, assembly, worship, organised opposit ion, freedom 
from arbitrary a r r e s t and maintenance of the r u l e of law. 
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The Aust ra l ian Labor Party bel ieves t h a t there a re major 
obstacles to the Liberty of Aust ra l ians . 
The f i r s t i s tha t the Commonwealth Const i tu t ion p roh ib i t s 
any Aust ra l ian Government - S t a t e or Federal - from carrying out 
the p o l i c i e s on which i t was e lec ted . The Aus t ra l ian peofte a re 
thus not t h e i r own masters and decisions v i t a l f o r t h e i r we l l -
being cannot be made by represen ta t ives responsible t o them. 
The second i s t h a t within Aust ra l ia the i n s t i t u t i o n of 
j o i n t stock companies has concentrated in to the hands of a s n a i l 
group of company d i r ec to r s the e f f e c t i v e cont ro l of banking, 
c r e d i t , heavy industry and the media of mass communication. 
These people decide the l eve l of employment, t h e extent and 
d i r ec t ion of investment, the amount and kind of information 
the people s h a l l rec ieve , not i n the public i n t e r e s t , but i n 
t he i n t e r e s t s of p r iva te p r o f i t and by t h e i r decis ions determine 
the pa t t e rn of the l i v e s of the major i ty of the community t o 
whom they a r e i n no way responsib le . 
The Austra l ian Labor Par ty seeks t o ensure tha t the 
decis ions which so a f f e c t the l i v e s of Aust ra l ians s h a l l be 
subjec t t o t he control of the people ' s e lec ted represen ta t ives , 
whom they can always c a l l to account, and who wi l l regain 
answerable t o them and t h a t f r e e and independent news se rv ices 
w i l l provide t h a t f u l l information t o the Aust ra l ian people which 
they are e n t i t l e d t o demand. 
The Aust ra l ian Labor Party bel ieves t h a t general economic 
planning must be done by the community as a whole, and t h a t i n 
modern times i t i s e s s e n t i a l f o r the community to see t h a t each 
sec tor of the economy i s meeting the soc i a l needs of the 
community. The haphazard decis ions of seekers a f t e r p r iva t e 
p r o f i t has l e t to g rea t misery f o r many in the pas t . 
In the present , with hardly any sec tb r of our economy not 
subjec t t o the pressures of t r u s t s , c a r t e l s , monopolies, or 
r e s t r i c t i v e t r ade assoc ia t ions some form of public In tervent ion 
may prove v i t a l t o maintain the well-being of our community. 
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The Labor Party does not bel ieve tha t the re i s any p a r t i c u l a r 
magic about e i t h e r public or p r iva te ly owned en t e rp r i s e . Each 
has i t s place i n our economy. 
As to the mode of economic organisa t ion of any sec to r of 
the economy the A.L.P. i s empirical - i t s c r i t e r i o n f o r 
e f f e c t i v e organisat ion i s simply what works best f o r the g r e a t e s t 
good of the people. 
The A.L.P. r e j e c t s the capi tal ism espoused by the Libera l 
Par ty . The Libera l Party i s financed by the g rea t f i n a n c i a l 
and business i n t e r e s t , to maintain t h e i r s t ranglehold on the 
economy, to f o s t e r and encourage the c e n t r a l i s a t i o n of economic 
power in to a few pr iva te hands, to sca le down the rea l value 
of Social Services , to r e d i s t r i b u t e income from the poor to the 
r i ch , and to s e l l community a s se t s to p r i va t e ind iv idua l s . 
The A.L.P. r e j e c t s the b e l i e f s of the Communists. The 
A.L.P. i s opposed to v io l en t revolut ion, to enforced wholesale 
c o l l e c t i v i s a t i o n , to the i n s t i t u t i o n of "p ro le te r i an d i c t a to r sh ip ' 
and the one-party S t a t e . I t bel ieves t h a t i n attempting to 
build an Utopia the Communists have been g u i l t y of some of the 
worst tyrannies and t e r r o r s the world has yet known. The 
Austra l ian Labor Party says i t i s impossible to bui ld , as the 
Communists seek, a p e r f e c t s t a t i c soc ie ty . 
The Aust ra l ian Labor Par ty adheres t o the p r inc ip les of 
the United Nations Charter and bel ieves t h a t only through an 
e f f e c t i v e i n t e rna t i ona l organisat ion i n which a l l nat ions between 
whom tensions may a r i s e a r e represented, can fceace be sxsanuc 
ensured. 
There i s the Labor P a r t y ' s aim - i t s point of depar ture-
which makes i t a d i s t i n c t and separate p o l i t i c a l party from a l l 
others in Aus t ra l ia . 
I do not bel ieve i t i s f o r the good of t h i s country t ha t 
r e l ig ious organisat ions should engage i n p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y or 
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should seek t o i n t e r f e r e as organisat ions in the p o l i t i c a l l i f e 
of the country in the way t h a t we have, lamentably, seen one 
quas i - re l ig ious body do in the past few years . But t h a t does 
not mean t h a t churches should not be concerned with p o l i t i c s . 
I t i s the duty of the churches t o ask the question cont inual ly , 
"are the p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s seeking to carry out t ha t second grea t 
commandment which made us a l l our brother*s keepers ." I bel ieve 
most profoundly t h a t the p r inc ip les I have read out to you, those 
of the A.L.P. , are a reasonable attempt to anaer the demand made 
by t h a t quest ion. Of course, there a re those in the community 
who wi l l d i sagree . But the l i g h t i n which the p r inc ip le s of 
p o l i t i c s should be judged i s surely t h a t moral l i gh t of which 
we should be so f o r c i b l y reminded by the f e s t i v a l of Christmas 
which we a re about to ce lebra te . 
Goodnight. 
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